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Judge may rule Tuesday on whether Pa. man waived rights
in crash that killed Middle Township man
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CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE - Superior Court Judge Susan Maven is expected to rule Tuesday
as to whether Nicholas Golden voluntarily waived his rights in the hours after the July 21,
2008, car crash that killed Middle Township resident Craig Lozier.

Golden, then 18, was driving in the northbound lane of Route 47 coming from his
Philadelphia home when he hit Lozier, who was riding his motorcycle in the southbound
lane, head on. Lozier, a 20-year-old college student at West Virginia University and a 2006
graduate of Middle Township High School, was pronounced dead at the scene.

During a hearing Monday, Middle Township police Sgt. Bill Adams and Cape May County
Prosecutor's Office Detective Daniel Holt explained what took place when they met
separately with Golden.

Lozier's family and friends looked on during their testimony and as videotapes of Golden's
interactions with police were shown.
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Adams said he had been trained to recognize when a suspect is under the influence of
drugs. After testing Golden's responses to a series of balance and visual tests, he said he
determined Golden was under the influence of a depressant and marijuana at the time of
the crash.

Adams read Golden his rights at 4:46 p.m. the day of the crash. Those rights included the
right to remain silent and to have an attorney present. Golden signed the Miranda rights
card and then waived his rights before Adams questioned him.

A videotape of the interview was shown to Maven. Golden appeared in the lower left corner
of the video as Adams posed his questions.

"At the scene, I was out of it," Golden told Adams as they discussed the circumstances of the
crash.

Later, Golden was taken to the Cape May County Prosecutor's Office.

On the videotaped statement, taken at about 6:30 p.m., Golden is seen sitting at a table
with Holt sitting to his right and Middle Township Investigator Kenny Martin on his left.

Holt again read Golden his rights, and again Golden signed a form waiving his rights.

But at the start of the interview, Golden exchanged a text message with his mother,
Michelle Golden, who informed him that Philadelphia attorney David Poplar would be his
attorney and that he should stop talking to the police.

Holt told Golden, who was 18 at the time, that it was his decision to make.

"We just want to get your side of the story," Holt told Golden. Golden continued speaking to
investigators.

He initially lied, telling them Lozier came into his lane on Route 47. Then, he admitted he
was the one who entered Lozier's lane of travel.

Golden also denied smoking marijuana that day but later admitted it after Holt said he knew
Golden had used the drug that day.

Dr. Elliot Atkins, a clinical and forensic psychologist testifying for the defense, told the judge
that Golden appeared anxious and confused and exhibited "a level of immaturity" during
the interview with Holt and Martin.

He noted that Golden asked to speak to his mother or wanted his mother's advice. "He was
extremely dependent upon her, more so than the typical 18-year-old," Atkins said.
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Atkins said he found Golden apprehensive, confused and fearful and said he constantly
expressed a desire to be able to walk away and go home.

"What Nick understood or didn't understand was never made clear," Atkins said.

Chief Assistant Prosecutor Rob Johnson, however, pointed out that Golden had been
arrested on three prior occasions for drug possession and criminal mischief and should
have been more familiar than most with his Miranda rights.

"He chose to speak and he chose to lie," Johnson said of Golden's decision to be interviewed
that day.

Golden's mother, Michelle, also testified Monday, telling the judge that she and her three
children were close after her husband died in 2004.

She traveled to Middle Township that day after getting a call that Golden had been in an
accident. She did not learn until some time after 10 p.m. that her son was being charged in
Lozier's death.

Michelle Golden said she did not know about her son's recent drug use but that he had
experimented with drugs and that he had been to counseling for various things, including
the grief he felt after his father died.

"I did everything I could to help my children through their difficult times," she said.

The hearings will continue today on other motions in the case. Maven said she would likely
make a ruling Tuesday.

Nicholas Golden remains free on bail. He is charged with aggravated manslaughter. A grand
jury indicted him in March 2009.
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